23rd August 2020
Welcome to St Mary’s on this, the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity. Our president
is Fr Martin, our preacher is Margaret Green and our organist is Nick Andrews.
If you are attending the service in person, please observe social distancing and
wait for directions to go up for communion. We will be receiving communion in
one kind only.
To join us online, go to: https://bit.ly/StMarysKT. (You should not need a
password, but if you are asked for one it is: 5Tw84D.)
You can also join the service by phone on 020 8080 6591. When prompted, key
in the Meeting ID: 981 5467 9178 and Password: 254560.
This service will be recorded and posted online afterwards.

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Exodus 1.8 – 2.10)
Reader: Luci Sale
Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. He said to his people,
‘Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. Come,
let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join
our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.’ Therefore they set
taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labour. They built supply cities,
Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more
they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The
Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, and made their lives
bitter with hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labour. They
were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, ‘When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women,
and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live.’
But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded
them, but they let the boys live. So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives
and said to them, ‘Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to live?’ The
midwives said to Pharaoh, ‘Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian
women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.’
So God dealt well with the midwives; and the people multiplied and became very
strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then

Pharaoh commanded all his people, ‘Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you
shall throw into the Nile, but you shall let every girl live.’
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The woman
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby, she hid him
for three months. When she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus basket
for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the child in it and placed
it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a distance, to see
what would happen to him.
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then his sister
said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew
women to nurse the child for you?’ Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the
girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Take this
child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman took the
child and nursed it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, ‘because’, she said,
‘I drew him out of the water.’
This is the word of The Lord.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 134
Refrain
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who has made heaven and earth.
If the Lord himself had not been on our side,
now may Israel say;
If the Lord had not been on our side,
when enemies rose up against us;
Then would they have swallowed us alive
when their anger burned against us;
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us
and the torrent gone over our soul;
over our soul would have swept the raging waters.
But blessed be the Lord
who has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
Our soul has escaped as a bird from the snare of the fowler;
the snare is broken and we are delivered.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who has made heaven and earth.
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who has made heaven and earth.

THE EPISTLE (Romans 12, verses 1–8)
Reader: Paul Stacey
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober
judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate,
in cheerfulness.
This is the word of The Lord.

Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL (Matthew 16, verses 13–20)
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the
disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
This is the Gospel of The Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The HOMILY, by Margaret Green
The PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION,
led by Jane Chetwynd-Appleton
The LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

We are grateful for people’s additional support during these difficult months
when our income has fallen significantly. Thank you to everyone who has
generously contributed to our survival. If you are able to help St Mary’s during
this time of crisis, donations can be made direct to our bank account:
St Marys Church Kemp Town – Sort Code: 20-12-75 Acct: 50672734
Or via our JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/stmarys-brighton

THIS WEEK’S SERVICES AND EVENTS
Please be cautious in attending church services. Please sign in on arrival, use the
hand sanitiser, wear a mask, and observe social distancing.
MONDAY, 8 am – 1pm: Big Issue sales; visitors welcome from 10 am.
MONDAY, 9.30 am: Morning Prayer (BCP).
TUESDAY, 6.30 pm: Evening Prayer.
WEDNESDAY, 8.30 am: Morning Prayer (CW).
WEDNESDAY, 10 am – 1 pm: Big Issue sales; visitors welcome from 10am.
WEDNESDAY, 12.30 pm: Midweek Eucharist with Fr Andrew.
WEDNESDAY, 2.30 pm: Brighton Women’s Centre Foodbank (Hall).
THURSDAY: Church closed
FRIDAY, 9.30 am: Morning Prayer (CW).
FRIDAY, 10 am – 1 pm: Big Issue sales; visitors welcome from 10am.
SATURDAY: Church closed
SATURDAY 10.45 am: AA Newcomers (Hall).
SUNDAY, 10 am: Said Eucharist.
Enquiries about baptism, confirmation, marriage, funerals, confessions, and counselling
may be made to the Vicar, Fr Andrew Woodward, by phone: 01273 698601 or email:
ruraldeanbrighton@gmail.com.
www.stmaryschurchbrighton.org.uk

www.facebook.com/brightonstmary

