PRESS RELEASE – Brighton, 30 August 2018

St Mary’s Church awarded £232,200
from the Heritage Lottery Fund
St Mary’s Church is delighted to announce a grant of £232,200 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund towards the cost of major building repairs
to its entrance frontage overlooking St James’s Street in Brighton.
The Grade II*-listed parish church, which was built in 1878, stands
one block from the sea and over the decades has suffered serious
wind and salt erosion to its historic red brick and sandstone fabric.
The grant provides major support for urgent repairs to the south
elevation, which are projected to cost £360,000.
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The repairs will completely renovate the entrance frontage of the
church and provide new lighting and signage and the removal of
pavement trip hazards at the doors. Work is expected to commence
next month and to be completed by February 2019.
Fr Andrew Woodward, priest-in-charge at St Mary’s, said:
‘It’s our 140th birthday this year and we couldn’t have asked for a
better present! We are thrilled to receive this grant from the
Heritage Lottery Fund and wish to thank the National Lottery
players who make this vital support for historic buildings possible.
‘We’ve worked hard in recent years to put St Mary’s back at the
heart of our community, and these repairs will greatly improve
the appearance and safety of the church and, we hope, the whole
feel of the neighbourhood.
‘It takes time, but we are striving to reduce the air of dereliction in
our corner of Kemptown and grow its sense of community. This
grant is a huge boost to that.’
Katherine Prior, project manager at St Mary’s, said:
‘This is the second major repair grant we have received from the
HLF and we are excited about being able to protect the heritage
of this lovely building, which has many stories to tell about
Brighton’s history.

‘It costs us over £2,000 a week simply to keep St Mary’s open, all of which we
have to raise ourselves. So, we’re enormously grateful to the Heritage Lottery
Fund for this grant to our repair programme. We can’t wait to reveal more of the
church’s beauty and history to our neighbours and visitors.
‘If you don’t know the church, please come and see us on Heritage Open Day,
Saturday, 8th September, when we will be explaining the need for the works.
Visitors will be able to handle fragments of stone and stained glass that show
the impact of weathering and misguided repairs many years ago.’
St Mary’s has several heritage activities planned for later this year, including an
afternoon of music and history readings commemorating the people listed on its
Great War memorial boards, including those from neighbouring St James’s Church
and All Souls’ Church, both long since demolished. A Time to Mourn and A Time to
Dance is at St Mary’s on Sunday, 18 November 2018, at 3.30pm. The event is open
to all and free to attend.
Additional information
St Mary’s Church is a Grade II*-listed Anglican church, which was built in 1876-8 to the
design of Sir William Emerson (PRIBA), architect of the Victoria Memorial in Kolkata
(Calcutta). It is his most significant building and only church in Britain. It is also the biggest
building on St James's Street and a key historic building in Brighton’s East Cliff
Conservation Area.
The church was added to Historic England’s Heritage at Risk Register in 2014 and rated as
being in immediate danger of losing historic fabric. In 2016, a grant of £216,300 from the
Heritage Lottery Fund, and supporting funds from the National Churches Trust, Garfield
Weston Foundation and Sussex Historic Churches Trust, enabled comprehensive repairs to
be carried out to the west-facing elevation of the church overlooking Upper Rock Gardens.
The current repairs to the south elevation overlooking St James’s Street comprise repair
and, where necessary, renewal of the brickwork, masonry, stained-glass windows, roofs
and rainwater goods. There will also be new signage and lighting and pavement trip
hazards will be removed. The Project Architects are Thomas Ford & Partners and the
Principal Contractor is Stone Edge Conservation Ltd.
St Mary’s works closely with other charities to tackle problems of social isolation and
homelessness. Partner organizations and user groups include the Big Issue Magazine,
Brighton Women’s Centre, St Anne’s Day Centre, Sussex Refugee and Migrant SelfSupport Group, and Time to Talk Befriending.
Weekly activities which are free and open to all include a knitting group, friendship café, Art
and Inspiration course, and English-conversation classes. From April to October the church
runs a series of free classical music recitals on Saturday evenings.
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St Mary’s Church, Brighton viewed from the south-east.
Repairs are expected to commence in September 2018.

Detail of erosion on south elevation of St Mary’s Church.

Interior view of St Mary’s Church, Brighton – April, 2018.

St Mary’s Church, c. 1905.

Flyer for the free Great War event at St Mary’s: A Time to Mourn and A Time to Dance,
Sunday, 18 November 2018, 3.30pm.

