
The FIRST SUNDAY
of CHRISTMAS

 

27th December 2020
 

Welcome to St Mary’s on the First Sunday of Christmas. Our president and 
preacher today is Fr Andrew and our organist is Nick Andrews. 
 

If you are attending the service in person, please sign in on arrival, sanitise 
your hands, wear a mask (unless exempted), and observe social distancing. 
Please also wait for directions to go up for communion. 
 

To join us online, go to: https://bit.ly/StMarysKT.  
 

You can also join the service by phone on 020 8080 6591. When prompted, 
key in the Meeting ID: 981 5467 9178 and Password: 254560.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING (Isaiah 61.10–62.3)
Reader: Margaret Green 

 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations.  
 

 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch.  
 The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give.  
 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,   
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 

This is the word of The Lord.     Thanks be to God. 



PSALM 148
 

Refrain 
  O praise the name of the Lord. 
  

 Alleluia. Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
  praise him in the heights. 
 

 Praise him, all you his angels; 
  praise him, all his host. 
 

 Praise him, sun and moon; 
  praise him, all you stars of light. 
 

 Praise him, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 

 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  for he commanded and they were created. 
 

 He made them fast for ever and ever; 
  he gave them a law which shall not pass away. 
 

 O praise the name of the Lord. 
 

 Praise the Lord from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 

 Fire and hail, snow and mist, 
  tempestuous wind, fulfilling his word; 
 

 Mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 

 Wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and birds on the wing; 
 

 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 

 Young men and women, old and young together; 
  let them praise the name of the Lord. 
 

 For his name only is exalted, 
  his splendour above earth and heaven. 
 

 He has raised up the horn of his people 
   and praise for all his faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near him. 
 Alleluia. 
 

 O praise the name of the Lord. 
 



THE EPISTLE (Galatians 4, verses 4–7)
Reader: Becky Donoher 

 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the 
law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 
Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
 

  This is the word of The Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 
THE GOSPEL (Luke 2, verses 15–21)
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 
 

 This is the Gospel of The Lord.      
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The HOMILY, by Fr Andrew Woodward 

 
The INTERCESSIONS, led by Luci Sale 
 
The LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
 



 

THIS WEEK’S SERVICES AND EVENTS
 

As Brighton is now under Tier 4 Coronavirus restrictions, we have had to suspend our 
distribution of the Big Issue magazine to our street vendors, which we regret. The church 
remains open for individual prayer on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, and for 
public worship at the services listed below. We will keep the situation under review, but 
in the meantime we ask that everyone take extra caution with mask-wearing and social 
distancing when visiting St Mary’s. If you are classified as medically vulnerable, please 
consider the risks before visiting the church. If you or anyone you know is in need of 
support during this new lockdown, please speak with Fr Andrew on 01273 698601. 
 

MONDAY, 10 am – 1pm: Church open for individual prayer. 
 

MONDAY, 9.30 am: Morning Prayer (BCP).  
 

TUESDAY, 6.30 pm: Evening Prayer.  
 

TUESDAY, 7.15 pm: Choir Practice (Hall).  
 

WEDNESDAY, 8.30 am: Morning Prayer.  
 

WEDNESDAY, 10 am – 1 pm: Church open for individual prayer. 
 

WEDNESDAY, 12.30 pm: Midweek Eucharist with Fr Andrew. 
 

WEDNESDAY, 2.30 pm: Brighton Women’s Centre Foodbank (Hall). 
 

THURSDAY, 2 pm: AA Meeting. 
 

WEDNESDAY, 10 am – 1 pm: Church open for individual prayer. 
 

FRIDAY, 9.30 am: Morning Prayer.  
 

SATURDAY, 10.45 am: AA Newcomers (Hall).
 

SUNDAY, 10 am: Said Eucharist for Epiphany. 
 

               
 

 

CHRISTMAS THANK YOU
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with our Christmas worship and activities. From 
flower-arranging to brass polishing to delivering gift-bags, there was a lot going on 
behind the scenes. This year too, we were delighted to partner with St Anne’s Day 
Centre to serve a takeaway Christmas lunch for some 60 people.  It was a great 
success and very happy occasion. With both the lunch and the gifts we distributed, 
we’ve had a lot of feedback from people saying how grateful they were to know that 
they were not forgotten.  We also had a magnificent response to our Christmas 
Comfort & Joy Appeal, raising over £3,000, and we wish to thank again everyone who 
gave so generously to that. It made a big difference to what we were able to do.

               
 

We wish everyone a safe, happy New Year. 
               

 

Enquiries about baptism, confirmation, marriage, funerals, confessions, and counselling 
may be made to the Vicar, Fr Andrew Woodward, by phone: 01273 698601 or email: 
ruraldeanbrighton@gmail.com. 
 

www.stmaryschurchbrighton.org.uk           www.facebook.com/brightonstmary 


